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Mission overview 
 

Singapore Week of Innovation and Technology (SWITCH)  
Singapore, (Marina Bay Sands/ Eden Hall) 
Monday 28 – Wednesday 30 October 2024 

Inaugural Vice-Chancellor-led outbound mission hosted by the Invest in 
UK University R&D – Midlands Campaign to attend SWITCH, 
Singapore’s premiere science, innovation and technology events – 
attended by 22k + industry leaders, national governments and investors 
from all over the world.  

The Mission is supported by the Department for Science, Innovation and 
Technology (DSIT), the British High Commission in Singapore, UKRI 
and Innovate UK.  

Overview:  

1. Delegation is led by at least three Midlands Vice-Chancellors and 
DBT Chief Scientific Adviser, Professor Julia Sutcliffe.  

2. It is directly supported by the UK High-Commission in Singapore, 
DBT (national sector team bringing an Artificial Intelligence 
delegation) and Innovate UK (Clean Tech delegation) as well as the 
Office for Investment/ Number 10 Philanthropic Capital Unit. 

3. Activity will include:  
a. Midlands will be the featured region for UK HMG as the 

SWITCH Global Partner at the event – includes 54sqm Global 
Pavilion Stand which will have a showcase/ semi-private 
meeting space highlighting Midlands university research 
collaborations with Singaporean universities, business and 
industry.  

b. High Commissioner-hosted VIP investor lunch at Eden Hall 
(Tuesday 29 October) for senior investors, UHNWs, industry 
leaders who are alumni of Midlands universities senior university 
partners. 

c. High Commissioner-hosted UK Reception at Eden Hall 
(Tuesday 29 October) for Midlands Campaign Delegation, our 
stakeholders and other HMG delegations. 
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d. Targeted VC-level meetings with senior gov’t agencies 
(A*Star, SG Innovate, NRF, Enterprise Singapore) 

e. Panel and thought-leadership slots available for VCs and other 
senior attendees 

f. Access to the main SWITCH event programmes, attended by 
22k tech companies, investors, government, industry and 
university stakeholders.  

Mission aims: 

1. To provide a high-profile platform at SWITCH to showcase the 
region’s university, science and innovation strengths at a global 
event to potential investors and current partners (industry, 
government, universities) in Singapore. 

2. To enable Midlands university to collectively leverage our global 
connections to alumni, industry and university partners in Singapore. 

3. To leverage UK Government support in market in order to engage 
senior Singaporean investors, industry, universities and government 
stakeholders 

4. To engage a targeted set of potential Singaporean investors with 
appropriately selected university-led investment opportunities (i.e. 
Midlands Mindforge/ tailored sectoral propositions/ co-location for 
Singaporean tech businesses and potential some innovation-led 
capital development opportunities) 

5. To provide our academics, universities spin-outs and regional 
partners with a high-profile platform to support and further their own 
investment, research and innovation priorities. 

 

 
 
Mon 9th Sept – SWITCH Partner Briefing Call 09:00-10:00 
Mon 23rd Sept – SWITCH Partner Briefing Call 09:00-10:00  
Mon 7th Oct – SWITCH Partner Briefing Call 09:00-10:00 
Mon 21st Oct – SWITCH Partner Briefing Call 09:00-10:00 
 
Contact invest@midlandsinnovation.org.uk to register your interest 
 
  

Interested? Join a partner briefing 
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Call for participation: 

universities and other 

Midlands partners  
Universities and partners from across the Midlands are invited to take 
part in the inaugural Invest in UK University R&D – Midlands Campaign 
outbound Mission to Singapore’s Week of Innovation and Technology 
(SWITCH) 28-30 October 2024. Opportunities include:  

• Showcase and promote research collaborations with 
Singaporean partners, innovation strengths and R&D investment 
opportunities as part of the Midlands presence in the Global 
Pavilion at SWITCH, the most significant event of its kind in 
ASEAN attended by 22k+ delegates. 

• Network and engage with senior investors, government, 
university and industry partners; including events targeted at VIP 
alumni of Midlands universities and hosted at Eden Hall, the British 
High Commissioner’s residence. 

Universities and partners from across the Midlands are invited to:  

• Nominate a senior Exec Board level representative to join the 
Mission/ lead a delegation of their colleagues. 

• Share this call for participation with academic/ professional 
service colleagues with significant interest in Singapore. 

• Identify innovation showcase/ thought-leadership content that 
they may wish to include in the Midlands presence in the Global 
Pavilion.  

• Identify Singaporean/ ASEAN VIP stakeholders who they may 
wish to engage using the platforms provided by the Campaign. 

Event costs, stand costs (not including university/ partner-specific 
showcases) and Mission coordination will be met by the Campaign. 
 
Participating universities/ partners will be expected to fund their 
own travel, accommodation and subsistence costs to/ when in 
Singapore.   
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Opportunity detail: 

1. Showcase and promote  
◼ The Midlands is hosting the UK’s 54sqm stand in the SWITCH Global 

Pavilion, in partnership with the UK High Commission in Singapore, 
the Department for Business and Trade and Innovate UK.  
 
OPPORTUNITY: if you would like to use the stand to showcase 
university research collaborations with Singaporean partners, 
Deep-tech (inclusive of all sectors) products or innovations then 
we are scheduling ‘take-over’ slots for Midlands universities, 
companies and partners. You can also request access to the semi-
private meeting space for your own institution’s networking and 
engagement purposes. 
 

◼ OPPORTUNITY: There a limited number of speaking slots available 
on the SWITCH programme for University Vice-Chancellors and other 
senior academic/ industry leaders to take part in panel discussions, 
thought-leadership and promotion of the region and their institutions. 
 

2. Network and Engage  
 

◼ Midlands universities are invited to field senior colleagues to join the 
Mission and take part in the Campaign’s programme at SWITCH. 
There are also two high-profile networking opportunities where 
Midlands universities will be invited to nominate senior alumni to join 
their VC/ PVC representatives and British High Commissioner to 
Singapore at Eden Hall. 
 

◼ OPPORTUNITY: To invite your university’s alumni and institution’s 
key stakeholders/ partners in region to the Eden Hall receptions/ 
lunch/ other receptions. 

o High Commissioner-hosted VIP investor lunch at Eden Hall 
(Tuesday 29 October) for senior investors, UHNWs, industry 
leaders who are alumni of Midlands universities senior 
university partners. 

o High Commissioner-hosted UK Reception at Eden Hall 
(Tuesday 29 October) for Midlands Campaign Delegation, our 
stakeholders and other HMG delegations. 
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2.0 Schedule (provisional) 
 

◼ Delegation arrival 

◼ Sunday evening – home-team briefing (hotel tbc) 

Morning  

◼ AI Summit – CSA speaking 
◼ Panel slots available 
◼ SWITCH Stand activity, Speaking Slots, 1:1 investor meetings 

 

Afternoon 

◼ Midlands has Global Stage slot (4pm – 4.45pm), Prof Jane Norman, 
Dr Lisa Smith, Prof Julia Sutcliffe speaking. 

◼ Stand reception and research showcase, 1:1 investor meetings 

Evening 

◼ SWITCH Reception: location tbc 
◼ Opportunity for participating institutions to host their own VIP dinners 

for alumni etc after this 

 

Morning 

◼ SWITCH Stand activity, 1:1 investor meetings 

Lunch 

Tuesday 29 October 

Saturday/ Sunday 26/27 October  

Monday 28 October 



 

 

7 

 

◼ High Commissioner-hosted VIP investor lunch at Eden Hall 
(Tuesday 29 October) for senior investors, UHNWs, industry leaders 
who are alumni of Midlands universities senior university partners. 

Afternoon 

◼ SWITCH Stand activity, 1:1 investor meetings 

Evening 

◼ High Commissioner-hosted UK Reception at Eden Hall (Tuesday 
29 October) for Midlands Campaign Delegation, our stakeholders and 
other HMG delegations. 

Morning 

◼ AI Summit panel – Prof Nick Jennings speaking (10am – 11am) 
◼ Senior delegation visits to NUS/ NTU/ A*Star + Dyson (tbc) 

Lunch 

◼ Lunch at a funder/ NTU or NUS 

Afternoon  

◼ Mission programme ends 

Wednesday 30 October 



 

 

8 

 

3.0 About SWITCH 2024 
◼ Singapore’s preeminent week of Science, Innovation and Technology 

– used as a milestone for all major government agencies, funders, 
universities and tech companies to come together and as the 
culmination of major programmes like the Slingshot Prize 

◼ Hosted at Marina Bay Sands 
◼ Partners of the event include international countries (and their 

research agencies), global blue-chips and investment companies. All 
Singaporean research funders, agencies and universities have a 
presence.  
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3.1 Midlands Campaign Stand – mock-up 

NB: draft image, will incorporate Innovate UK and DBT delegations and 
have less overt Midlands Engine branding. 

 

 


